it struck me that the subject of the conditions which simulate organic disease of the heart might not be without interest for you. The gravity which surrounds all cases of organic disease of the heart, arid especially of its walls, gives these simulative conditions great importance in the eyes of careful practitioners. They know that if they fail to recognise the presence of organic changes, not only do they expose themselves to the risk of their professional knowledge being called in question on the discovery being made; but that the patient and his interests may and probably will suffer in conse- quence. If such disease exist and be not detected, the The physical signs are the alteration of the first sound of the heart, which is always short and faint: the restriction of these sounds to a limited area within which alone can they be heard; and " the absence of impulse or its extremely feeble character." Such, then, are the subjective and objective phenomena exhibited when the heart is undergoing structural decay.
In [FEB.
That Harriet Martineau died ultimately of heart disease is very probable. But the reflex disturbances when she was fifty-three years of age surely bore no relation to the disease which existed when she was seventy-four.
As to the murmurs, hsemic or dynamic, which simulate the murmurs of valvular disease little need be said. The luemic murmur of ana3mia is well known ; it is situated in the pulmonary orifice, and that is in itself very nearly sufficient to establish its non-organic nature.
So also the pulmonary murmur heard when the lung does not sufficiently cover the heart, and aggravated by expiration and lessened by inspiration, speaks for itself. 
